To Be a Slave

Section Questions
Directions:  For each question provide a response that meets the criteria listed in the rubric below.  You are expected to demonstrate comprehension, analysis and synthesis of ideas in your writing.

Section 1: page 1-38 (Due Wednesday)
1. According to the Prologue, summarize how Africans became the ideal choice for slaves.  Include details about which groups of people did not prove to be good slaves and why.  Then discuss why black Africans made for such good slaves.

2. Based on information from the Prologue, what were conditions like on a slave ship?  Provide at least 4 details.
3. What does the author mean when he states on page 28 that “they were not slaves…their condition was slavery”? 

4. The author states that a slave’s attitude toward slavery and toward death can be “summed up” with the interview on page 38.  In your interpretation, what is a slave’s attitude toward slavery?  What is a slave’s attitude toward death?
Section 2: page 39-75 (Due Thursday)
1. What would cause a slave to be sold?  What effects were associated with family members being sold?  Provide details from the text to support your answer.

2. Why does the author state on page 62 “the houses of slaves were generally more fit for animals than for human beings”? Provide specific details in your response.
Section 3: page 76-116 (Due Friday)
1. What can you infer about a slave’s personal sense of identity?  Include information from the text in your response.

2. What role did religion play in slavery?  How was religion used to perpetuate slavery?

3. How is a slave who was born in Africa different from a slave who was born in the United States?  Include two main differences and explain why those differences occurred.

4. Why was music so important to a slave?  Provide at least two reasons.
Section 4: page 117-129 (Due Monday)
1. If a slave did not like his position in life, what could he do to affect change?  List all the possibilities and then interpret how effective each possibility would be.

Section 5: page 130-159 (Due Tuesday)
1. How did the slaves react to hearing the news that they were free?

2.   Interpret the quote on the bottom of page 137 when he states “no matter how good you treat it- it wants to be free.”  What did Tom mean by this?
3. What problems did the former slaves face after emancipation?  How has their reaction from “Emancipation” changed in the section “After Emancipation”?  Provide details from the text to support your opinion
